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Why Minnesota?

Purpose of today’s presentation

1.
2.
3.
4.

Introduce the Seal of Biliteracy (SoBL) in Minnesota
Share initial survey findings from students
Share findings from focus groups with students
Discuss future directions

Seal of Biliteracy in Minnesota:
Understanding the policy
● Adopted in 2014
● Three tiers
Tier

Proficiency Level

College Credit

World Language Proficiency
Certificate

Intermediate Low

2 semesters per language

Gold Bilingual/ Multilingual
Seal

Intermediate High

3 semesters per language

Platinum
Bilingual/Multilingual Seal

Advanced Low

4 semesters per language

2018-2019 SoBL Earners in Minnesota

Level

Number of Earners

World Language Proficiency Certificate 1004
Gold Bilingual Seal

647

Gold Multilingual Seal

2

Platinum Bilingual Seal

412

Platinum Multilingual Seal

9

Seal of Biliteracy in Minnesota:
Understanding the policy
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Spanish (1377)
French (298)
Hmong* (82)
Somali* (74)
Chinese (56)
Japanese (43)
Karen* (39)
German (38)
Latin (22)

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Arabic (21)
Russian (9)
Oromo* (7)
Tamil* (2)
Hindi (1)
Korean (1)
Polish (1)
Portuguese (1)
Vietnamese (1)

*Languages for which MDE and participating school districts created assessments with ACTFL support

Seal of Biliteracy in Minnesota:
Understanding the policy
World Language Requirement
● Assessments aligned with American
Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages' (ACTFL) proficiency
guidelines, or
● Equivalent valid and reliable
assessments in one or more
languages in addition to English

English Requirement
● Demonstrate mastery of
Minnesota's English language
proficiency standards
● Satisfactorily complete all
required English language arts
credits

Methods
● Study began in Fall 2018
● 4 school districts participated
○ 2 large diverse urban districts
○ 2 medium suburban districts
● Focus groups with students at 6 schools
● Survey of seniors at 3 schools

Survey Results
➔ 77 students from 3 schools responded
◆ 24 from large suburban high school
◆ 19 from large suburban high school
◆ 34 from large urban school
➔ Linguistically diverse (48%)

Survey Results
Reported Reasons for Not Pursuing
Insufficient information about seals

29

Insufficient world language skills

27

Not interested in taking another
test

22
0

5

10 15 20 25
% Respondents

➔ Going to college out of state (x4, “Other” response)

30

35

Survey Results
Students’ opinions on value of Seal...
➔ College Credit (n=25)
➔ Future Career (n=13)
➔ Proof of Language Abilities (n=12)
➔ Communicate with Others (n=11)

Survey Results
Students’ opinions on who benefits from the Seals...
➔ Everyone (n=17)
➔ Bilingual/Multilingual people (n=10)
➔ Those going to a MN university/college (n=8)
➔ Linguistically-diverse students (n=7)
➔ World language teachers (n=4)

Survey Results
Students reported learning about the SoBL from...
➔ World language teacher (76%)
➔ Friends (22%)
➔ Other teacher at school (14%)
➔ Flyer/poster (10%)
➔ Website (5%)
➔ ESL teacher (5%)
➔ Parents (5%)

Focus Group Participants
D1, S1

D1, S2

D2, S1

D2, S2

D3, S1

D4, S1

Linguistically Diverse, pursuing

7

4

10

3

2

0

26

Linguistically Diverse, not
pursuing

10

4

0

0

3

0

17

English- dominant, pursuing

0

0

0

4

1

12

17

English- dominant, not pursuing

1

0

0

0

6

0

7

Total
D1, S1 = District 1, School 1
D1, S2 = District 1, School 2

18

8

10

7

12

12

Total

67

Focus Group Questions
1. What do you all know about the seals?

2. What do you all see as the value of the seals?

3. What can your school do to expand the number of
students earning the seal?

What do you all know about the seals?

Theme 1: College Credit
●

“I just heard you get credit for college.”

Theme 2: It’s a Test
●

“I mean the school has definitely talked about all the tests and stuff but from people and
other students I have not actually heard all that much about it”

Theme 3: Different Levels
●

“There are different levels, like gold, silver or platinum, right?”

What do you see as the value?
Theme 1: Future Endeavors
●

Student 1: “Well, I think for jobs, especially in the future, being bilingual or being
somewhat bilingual can really help get that job. “
Student 2: “Might help with internships in college, too.”

●

“More likely to get accepted at a job...It means you you know language so you really don't
have to waste your time in those classes that wouldn't to be teaching you anything. And
then if it is applicable to a foreign language being helpful then I'm pretty certain it would,
you'd probably be able to demand a slightly higher paying job in those circumstances
with it.”

What do you see as the value?

Theme 2: Proof of Language Abilities
●

“It's valuable now that I know I'm proficient in Somali, even though I only spoke it with
my family, I never really learned how to read or write, which I taught myself.”

●

“I'd say it's meaningful because it measures what level you are in your own language and
that's good, it's a good indicator whether you’re good enough to speak your language or
not”

●

“I never thought I would be anywhere remotely near bilingual until I took the test.”

What do you see as the value?

Theme 3: Validation of Home Language
●

“It means that my language, that the language that I speak at home isn’t so much useless
because I feel like English is like...when I’m at school English is the one language that I can
only do things with. So I’m glad that I have the opportunity to also use my first language to
get some credit for my future.”

●

“Well actually this is refreshing, like refreshed my mind because I speak four languages.
One of them is gone in my mind like it disappeared. Like the French language, we don’t
even speak it that much at home...So it was gone from my mind, but when I took the
Arabic test it was just like refreshed my mind and got me some memories that I actually
remember about the language.”

What can your school do to increase seal
earners?
Theme 1: Advertising Timing
●

“[Tell students] about this test right away when they first start off Spanish. So in four
years you're going to be taking this test. Otherwise other people are like, I'll get my two
years of Spanish out of the way and now I'm done with it.”

●

“I would definitely say this should be shared with the students that...are now three, four
years into the country, because when you come in you're so overwhelmed and you don't
know anything but your language and someone is telling you you have to stop using that
and use this, you feel so not motivated because you're like, ‘I have known this thing my
entire life, now it's going to be put into the backseat,’ but if someone had told me back
then, this actually does count and there's this test that you can take. Be like, ‘Oh, so this
counts.’”

What can your school do to increase seal
earners?
Theme 2: Advertise Benefits
●

“If you can provide sufficient evidence that there's actual benefits to receiving a
bilingual seal then more kids would be inclined to move forward in their languages and try
to reach the highest level they can.”

●

“Like maybe showing what like having proficiency in multiple languages can do for your
future. Like just like how important it is for. Like when you get jobs”

What can your school do to increase the
number of seal earners?
Theme 3: Strengthen Language Instruction in Schools
●

“Like right now, they have a Hmong class, but we don't have a Karen class. I think if we
had other people, or white people, if they want to speak Karen language, they can learn.
And people when they're born here, like Karen people, like younger people, when they're
15, 30-something, like they don’t know how to speak their own language. So that's when,
if we have a class like that, it might be better then.”

●

“Offer a more rigorous language program, because what they have right now, it doesn't
help you learn the language at all. I took two years of Spanish and I can't remember
anything besides, ‘Can I go to the bathroom?’ And it seems like a waste of time.”

Reflect & Discuss

Any further questions?

Thank you for your time today!

Kristin Davin: Kdavin@uncc.edu
❖ Follow me on twitter: @KJDavin

Charlotte Hancock: chancoc6@uncc.edu
❖ Follow me on twitter: @CharlieRHancock

